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INT. FAMILY CAR. morning.

KEVIN drives TAMMY and her 16 yr old boy JARED along a dusty track. They follow their Realtor's car until it stops outside a beautiful wooden house shaded by pine trees.

CAPTION: Terrabonne. Oregon.

KEVIN

TAMMY and I had just got engaged, and we were looking to rent somewhere new all of us to live together.

Ext. House. Yard. Day.

We see the house from their POV as they climb out of the car and look round the beautiful property. 

TAMMY

We fell in love with it straight away. It was so unusual for the area. That part of Oregon is all desert, but the house was really different as it was so secluded. 

We cut to a sinister POV looking from inside the house at the family outside.

TAMMY (CONT'D)

It had tall trees all round it, a lovely porch, there was an old wooden deck and quaint rock piles set against the house.

Back outside, TAMMY and JARED wander round the yard as KEVIN looks at the decking. He struggles to see into the dark void underneath. 

From inside we see a threatening POV of KEVIN.

KEVIN

The climate is hot and dry up here, so the shade was ideal. The trees made it really cool and shady.

TAMMY sits down on the decking to enjoy the view. 

From under the decking we see a sinister POV looking up at TAMMY innocently enjoying the yard.

TAMMY

I do remember there were more flies and mosquitoes than we were used to. 

Extreme C/U of Tammy brushing a fly away.

I figured it was because the house was near water.

Int. House. Day.

Inside KEVIN and TAMMY walk round the ground floor, inspecting the size of the rooms. 

KEVIN

I could see that the house had been left empty for a while. There were a lot of leaves and cobwebs laying around. We thought, since the house had been vacant for a few months it just needed tidying up.

We see a sinister POV from leaves on the floor as the couple inspect the room.

Tammy

It was a bit run down, but I loved it. 

KEVIN

We took it.

Int. house. kitchen. Day.

TAMMY lifts a removal box. As she places it down on the work top, she brushes a small spider away. Extreme C/U.

COMM

In less than a month the family have moved into their new rented home.

TAMMY

It didn't take too long to clean the place up. 

Through the open window, we see KEVIN dragging a rake across towards the house. 

KEVIN

I tidied the yard up but I could see that under the deck there was an annoying build up of dead leaves. 

POV looking under deck.

KEVIN (CONT'D)

I decided to try and clean the leaves up. 

Ext. House. Yard. Day

KEVIN tries to fish the leaves out.

KEVIN 

It was really dark under there.

We see a sinister POV looking at KEVIN from under the decking.

KEVIN (CONT'D)

I got as much of them out as I could.

Ext. House. Morning. SUNRISE.

A low, early morning sun backlights the beautiful house.

TAMMY

We loved living there. It was really beautiful.

Int. House. Morning. 

TAMMY drags her old vacuum cleaner across the front room.

TAMMY 

But as the weather warmed up around spring, we noticed more and more insects around the house, particularly between the gaps between the two panes of glass in the downstairs windows.

TAMMY sticks the vacuum cleaner into the void between the windows and switches the noisy machine on. She reaches the vacuum nozzle deep into the gaps. Extreme close up nozzle sucking up webs.

TAMMY (CONT'D)

There were lots of spiders webs in there. When I tried to clean them up my heart would pound away. I hate spiders.

Int. House. HALLWAY. Day.

c/u cleaning away funnel shaped spider webs.

KEVIN

There were the usual house spider webs, but there were these other spider with little funnel shaped webs too. They were bigger and had what looked like boxing gloves. 

We see an extreme c/u of a Hobo spider appear at the edge of its funnel.  

KEVIN brushes it away. 

KEVIN (CONT'D)

I haven't liked spiders since I got bitten in High School, I've had a fear of them ever since. I didn't know what these ones were, but I got rid of them as soon as I found them.

Int. House. front room. Day. 

JARED chases a funnel web spider round the front room. C/U of feet desperately trying to stamp on it.

COMM

By the beginning of summer, the number of spiders in the house increases.

C/u stamp, stamp.

TAMMY

We noticed that there were more and more spiders around the house. It was starting to get irritating. As soon as we cleared them away, new ones would appear.

JARED chases his spider.

JARED

I used to go round the house squashing them with my shoes, but  there were always more.

Int. House. Front room. 

Extreme close up of JARED staring through the glass of a huge pickle jar. Inside a spider struggles for freedom.

POV from inside the jar of TAMMY arriving home through the front door. She walks over to JARED staring at the trapped spiders in his jar.

TAMMY

Often I'd get home from work, and  JARED would tell me about how many spiders he'd killed. Then he'd show me some of the one's he'd caught. Sometimes they would be a really big ones.

JARED inspects the trapped spiders more closely. 

Extreme close ups of the regular house spider and the larger Hobo spider.

JARED

One type, the big ones had a really ugly look about them. Like if they had the chance they'd take over.

Ext. House. Day.

Time lapse. Wide shot house. The sun passes over the house. 

COMM

Through the course of the summer, the number of spiders steadily increase.

MONTAGE TAMMY cleaning spiders away with vacuum. INTERCUT close ups of webs being sucked into the nozzle.

TAMMY 

I was always having to clean away spiders. They just kept coming back. 

KEVIN

We thought... Spiders love this house!

TAMMY

We just kept wondering, where are they all coming from?

EXT. HOUSE. DECK. 

JARED opens the front door and picks up a large parcel left by the mailman.

We see a sinister POV from under the deck of JARED opening the door.

Int. House. Lounge. evening.

KEVIN and TAMMY sit at the table. TAMMY has her wedding planner open. We see a close up of a house spider crawling across the open page.  

JARED walks into the room carrying the large parcel. He sits down on the floor to open it.

JARED

One evening, I was unwrapping some post and one of the bigger spiders came out from under the package.

TAMMY

As he opened the box I saw the spider. It wasn't a regular one, but one of the bigger ones with the boxing gloves.

Surprised, Jared leaps backwards. 

We see an extreme Close up of spider. 

TAMMY (CONT'D)

Then amazingly, when JARED moved back the spider went straight for him. I've never seen a spider do that before.

As Jared zigzags across the room the spider picks up speed. Intercut JARED and close ups of spider. 

JARED

It followed me whichever angle I took. It wasn't big but it was fast.

TAMMY

If JARED went toward the spider it would rear up, if he moved away it went after him.

JARED

It was so cool.

Int. HOUSE. NIGHT.

TAMMY sets off a bug bomb and leaves the room. The aerosol fills the room.

TAMMY 

By mid summer I was getting pissed with the numbers of spiders in the house. I was really fed up with having to vacuum them up all the time.

Ext. Car. Night. 

TAMMY joins KEVIN and JARED in the car.

COMM

Fed up, KEVIN and TAMMY decide to let off a bug bomb in the house.

Sinister POV from under the house of the car driving away along the dirt track.

KEVIN

We just couldn't work out where the hell they were all coming from.  

Int. HOUSE. NIGHT.

Vaporized pesticide slowly fills the room. 

TAMMY

We took JARED to the movies while the pesticide did its work.

EXT. HOUSE. NIGHT. 

Car headlights appear at a bend in the road. The car pulls up outside the house.

KEVIN

I hoped the bomb had rid us of spiders.

INT. House. Night. 

KEVIN, TAMMY and JARED walk inside. The floor is littered with insects.

KEVIN

The bug bomb really did its thing. The floor was covered with bugs. And the big spiders living in the little funnel webs had vanished. Their webs were empty.

Tammy vacuums up the dead insects.

TAMMY

I slept well that night. It was great to know we'd got rid of the spiders for good.

Int. House. DAY. FRONT ROOM.

Extreme c/u. JARED drops a jar over a spider on the front room carpet. From in the jar, we see JARED staring inside.

KEVIN

Two days later, the house was still clear of the normal house spiders, but the aggressive spiders had come back in force. I think there were even more than before. 

MONTAGE TAMMY vacuums spiders from the corners of the front room. 

TAMMY

There were even more of the funnel shaped webs than before. I thought, damn, that bug bomb didn't work at all.

Ext. House. Day. 

A pest-control truck rolls up the drive. 

COMM 

Frustrated they can't rid themselves of the spider problem, TAMMY and KEVIN calls a local pest controller.

TAMMY greets the pest controller who immediately makes his way over to the house's crawl space. 

Now under the house, he points his flashlight into the darkness.

TAMMY

In all of the leaves down there he  found masses of spider hiding away.

He traps a spider and brings it out.

PEST CONTROLLER

It was the perfect little breeding habitat for them. Shaded, cool and protected.

The controller examines the spider in his gloved hands. Extreme close up of the spider in his glove.

COMM

After a quick examination, the pest controller identifies the larger spider as a Hobo.

EXPERT

HOBO spiders are most commonly found in and around human dwellings and work spaces. They normally inhabit lesser-used and dark areas thriving best in humid conditions. 

TAMMY

He said it was the worst Hobo spider infestation I'd seen in 20 years.

We see a extreme close up of the HOBO in the controllers glove. 

COMM

Male Hobos can be identified because of their "boxing glove" appearance. These are called Palps and are actually the male spider's sex organs.

FLASHBACK. Funnel webs in the house.

COMM (CONT'D)

Hobos are part of the funnel web family of spiders. This species are fast movers, and trap their prey by building funnel shaped web which they lurk in, waiting for their prey to walk to. Unable to escape the funnel's surface they get trapped. The spider then rushes out to bite the insect to death.

Archive

COMM

Hobo spiders earned their name when they travelled into the USA as stowaways on European trade ships in the 1930. They then spread across Oregon, Washington State, Idaho, and South-western Canada.

EXPERT

The Hobo spider has a reputation for being less than friendly. This originates from a change in behavior that came when they landed in their new habitat.

COMM

In Europe, Hobos stayed in fields, but in the USA they moved into homes.

EXPERT

In the US, people reported that Hobos charged them as if in pursuit. Many attribute this behavior to Hobos having poor eyesight and a strong desire to hide in the nearest shadow, even if that shadow is moving.

COMM

But one thing's clear, Hobo spiders bite.

EXPERT

A large percentage of Hobo spider bites are dry defensive bites where no venom is injected, but when envenomation does occur it can culminate in infection at the site of the bite.

Ext. House. DECK. day.

The pest controller lifts a board on the decking and tries to peer into the darkness below. He points his flashlight to see better.

COMM

Then the pest controller delivers another devastating blow.

TAMMY

He said the bug bomb we'd set off had actually made things worse. Much worse.

PEST CONTROLLER

While bug bombs do kill lots of insects and spiders, they don't really affected Hobos, which are remarkably resilient to pesticide. 

COMM

With no other competition from other spiders, the Hobos have more food to themselves, and are taking over the house.

The pest controller slides under the porch and kicks the leaves away.

TAMMY

He said the build up of leaves and foliage under the house were the perfect breeding conditions for the Hobo spider. That's why we'd seen such an explosion in numbers.

Ext. Wide shot house. Day. 

The house is surrounded by arid desert, but shaded by large pine trees. 

MONTAGE. Shade. Trees. Old porch. Decking.

KEVIN

It was like all the things about the house that had appealed to us, the shade, the trees, the old wooden porch, the deck, they were also the ideal habitat for Hobo spiders.

Ext. House. day.

TAMMY watches from the porch as the pest controller jumps into his car and drives away. 

TAMMY

He told us to clear up the foliage and cut down the trees.

We see spider POV from under the porch as TAMMY walks into the house.

Int. House. DAY.

TAMMY reaches across the table for the phone. 

Extreme close up. She lifts her veil and a list of wedding photographers out of the way. 

TAMMY 

I called the landlord but he flatly refused to believe we had a spider problem. He just said we were scared of spiders and there was no way he'd cut his trees down.

From across the room we see a spider's POV

KEVIN

We just figured we had to be careful not to get bitten.

Int. HOUSE. KEVIN AND TAMMY'S BEDROOM. morning.

KEVIN slides from under the sheets and places his feet over the edge of the bed. Just as he's about to put his feet in his slippers he shakes them to make sure they're empty.

TAMMY

When we found out the Hobo spiders  bit we did take them more seriously.

KEVIN

We were more careful about where we put our feet, and checked for spiders before we put our shoes on.

TAMMY

It just became habit, we even checked the bedding.

Int. House. Jared's bedroom. Morning.

JARED stirs in his sleep. Irritated, he looks at his sore elbow.

JARED

I woke up one morning with a really sore elbow. 

KEVIN

He had a mark that looked like a white head or an in grown hair.

Int. House. Kitchen. Day. 

The family sit round the table for breakfast. TAMMY inspects JARED'S painful bump.

TAMMY

We didn't know what it was. JARED plays a lot of Paintball with his friends in the yard. We thought maybe he'd been bitten by a fly or insect on the land around the house. JARED plays also plays a lot of Football. We thought maybe he got bitten by something while he was out training.

INT. COFFEE SHOP. DAY.

JARED sits round a table with his buddies. They inspect his arm with some concern.

COMM

But, the pain and swelling get worse.

TAMMY

After two days it turned from a little pimple into a gaping, sore. It was horrible.

JARED

It was hot, swollen and red and it hurt real bad.

Int. Hospital. Day.

JARED sits next to a hospital gurney with his arm stretched out. A doctor inspects the oozing wound.

KEVIN

We took JARED to hospital to have the swelling looked at.

COMM

Doctors prescribe a strong course of antibiotics to treat the mild infection. 

EXT. HOSPITAL parking lot.

KEVIN's car pulls up outside the Emergency Room, and drops JARED off at the door.

KEVIN

The antibiotics didn't work and after a few days, the bite got even more infected.

JARED

The wound was really painful and was oozing puss.

Int. Hospital. DAY.

JARED lays his arm out. A doctor inspects the nasty infected wound.

TAMMY

Jared had to go back to hospital several times to have the wound drained and cleaned. It was really nasty.

Expert

The site of a spider bite needs to be kept very clean. Secondary infections are very common. Their fangs can  carry bacteria which will can often lead to infection.

INT. House. DAY.

KEVIN opens the front door for JARED who's arm is tightly bandaged. KEVIN hangs their jackets up carefully.

COMM 

Life at home changes.

We see a sinister POV from inside a pocket as KEVIN'S hand brushes past the coats. 

TAMMY

We were much, much more careful. We got more cautious about where we put our feet and where we left our clothes. We even checked the furniture when we sat down.

KEVIN

We started living in fear in our own home.

Int. JARED'S BEDROOM. DAY.

As JARED rests in bed, he reaches for his shoulder, clearly in pain.

COMM

Then two weeks later, as JARED is recovering in bed he's bitten again, this time on the shoulder.

TAMMY

We were pretty sure this time that it was a spider bite as JARED hadn't left his bed. 

TAMMY and KEVIN strip the sheets in search of the spider. 

KEVIN

We looked for a spider that bit JARED but couldn't find anything in his room.

MONTAGE TAMMY vacuuming JARED'S room.

TAMMY

I went on a vacuuming frenzy.

Int. FRONT ROOM. NIGHT.

JARED sits on the couch watching TV as TAMMY flicks through her wedding diary. She talks to her florist as KEVIN browses a suit catalogue

COMM

TAMMY and JARED go into wedding planning overdrive.

TAMMY

It was February, and just a month before our big day. There was so much to organize and it was really stressful. 

JARED rubs his sore shoulder.

TAMMY (CONT'D)

Fortunately JARED was getting better and the second bite didn't get infected.

KEVIN

We think that's because JARED was already on really strong antibiotics already.

TAMMY

So the whole spider thing became less of a priority as we focused on getting everything ready for the wedding.

Int. tammy and kevin's bedroom. Mornnig.

KEVIN and TAMMY sleep in bed. TAMMY stirs from her sleep.

TAMMY 

It was about three weeks before the wedding when I woke up with this really irritating pinprick feeling on my belly.

COMM

TAMMY quickly realizes what it means.

TAMMY

I looked under the covers and there was a dead Hobo spider on the sheets. I must have rolled over onto it in my sleep and it had bitten me. I was annoyed, but it didn't feel that bad.

ARCHIVE.

EXPERT

Hobos are generally not aggressive and do not attack unless provoked. It is defensive bites that are most common and occur "lightening fast". 

COMM

HOBO SPIDER'S fangs are like scissors. They open and close rapidly on the flesh of their victim. The spider then beats a hasty retreat to wait for their venom to work.

EXPERT

It is the male HOBO that usually roams as female HOBOS tend to stay in their funnel web. And although the females are slightly bigger, it is the male that delivers the nastiest bite.

INT. HOUSE. BATHROOM. MORNING.

TAMMY jumps in the shower.

KEVIN

They were the same marks the spider bite had made on JARED'S elbow and shoulder. When TAMMY said it really didn't hurt so much, I thought it was a pretty lucky escape. 

TAMMY washes in the shower.

TAMMY

Then as I was washing, it really started to hurt. My stomach started getting real sore and the mark just got redder and redder.

KEVIN

I was really hopeful that the pain would ease.

EXPERT

Immediately following envenomation, an area several centimeters wide forms around the bite site. This usually disappears within a few hours, leaving a small reddish hardened area.

INT. FRONT ROOM. 

TAMMY lies on the couch writhing in pain.

COMM

But the bite gets worse. In just a few days TAMMY is in agonizing pain.

EXPERT

24 to 48 hours after the bite, blistering can occur at the bite site and within an a additional 24 hours these blisters may rupture leaving an open ulceration. A few days later this can lead to ulceration.

KEVIN

TAMMY had been brave, but the bite got worse and worse. I got home from work one night a she was lying on the couch in tears.

TAMMY lifts her shirt to reveal the horribly infected bite mark, now a boil the size of a golf ball.

TAMMY

The pain was unbelievable. It was like I had been stabbed with a red-hot poker.

INT. HOSPITAL. DAY.

As TAMMY lies on a gurney, the horribly infected bite is inspected by a Doctor.

DOCTOR

It was the worst spider bite I had seen.

The doctor lances the boil.

Doctor (CONT'D)

We drained more than a cup of infected fluid.

TAMMY

They dressed the wound then wrapped it up in bandages. It was incredibly painful.

Int. HOSPITAL WAITING ROOM. DAY. 

KEVIN waits anxiously.

KEVIN

I can't stand the sight of blood. I waited outside feeling useless. I just couldn't understand how such a little bite had got so bad.

Ext. House. DAY.

Wide shot. The house is shaded by impressive Pine trees. 

KEVIN'S car arrives outside the house. He helps TAMMY climb from the car up the stairs into the house.

COMM

With less than three weeks before their wedding, TAMMY returns home to rest and let her nasty wound heal.

KeVIN

I had tried to stop the spiders from getting into the house, but it was so old, with so many holes it was impossible to cover everything.

EXPERT

Keeping hobo spiders out of houses in heavily infested areas is a challenge. In such areas it's important to seal off potential entry-ways such as deep cracks in concrete, spaces beneath doors, loose fitting panels in window wells, etc. Screening off dryer vents from the outside to. But the spiders can get through the tiniest holes and are very persistent.

Int. house. FRONT ROOM. day.

TAMMY tries to relax on the couch.

TAMMY

I tried to rest but the wound just kept growing and swelling again. It was so painful it made me feel really nauseous and dizzy.

Kevin

I called the landlord to tell him that we had a really bad spider problem and that my wife and step son had been in hospital with bite, be he refused to listen. He said it wasn't his problem.

Int. house. tAMMY AND KEVIN'S BEDROOM.

TAMMY sobs quietly in bed. KEVIN tries to comfort her.

TAMMY 

The pain was terrible. I was so drained and exhausted, I cried all the time. It just didn't heal at all. 

INT. HOSPITAL. DAY.

A doctor drains the wound. 

COMM

TAMMY'S antibiotics don't work. Neither do the steroids she is administered to stop the inflammation. 

TAMMY

I kept having to go back to the hospital to have the wound drained. It just wouldn't heal.

COMM

Over the course of two weeks, TAMMY has to have the boil drained 6 times.

TAMMY

It just didn't want to get better.

Int. Hospital WAITING ROOM. DAY.

KEVIN and JARED sit quietly.

COMM

Then with just a week before her wedding, doctors decide that the best course of treatment it to cut away the infected tissue. 

TAMMY 

As soon as they did that, I started feeling better.

Int. Hospital corridor. 

KEVIN pushes TAMMY in a wheelchair.

COMM

But the steroids TAMMY has to take for the her inflammation cause another unforeseen complication.

TAMMY

The steroids, and the bandages I had to wear around my waist made me look really big. I'd puffed right out.

ARCHIVE - WEDDING

COMM

It's terrible news. TAMMY is forced to change her wedding dress to a bigger size. 

TAMMY

It was so depressing, but we were determined not to be beaten. 

KEVIN

Even if our wedding day was tainted by the spider experience, it was still the best day of our lives.

Int. House. Hallway. Day. 

The door opens to reveal KEVIN holding TAMMY in his arms. As he carries her across the threshold, they laugh.

COMM

But the worst isn't over. Two weeks after the wedding TAMMY gets Pneumonia. 

Int. house. taMMY AND KEVIN'S BEDROOM.

HARD CUT to TAMMY lying in bed. She has a fever and dark rings under her eyes. She coughs heavily.

KEVIN

The doctors told us that the steroids had weakened TAMMY'S immune system so she wasn't able to fight off a chest infection.

COMM

TAMMY is so weak she doesn't leave bed for two weeks.

KEVIN

TAMMY was so sick, we had to cancel the honeymoon. She wasn't going anywhere.

EXT. HOUSE. DAY. 

TAMMY carries a heavy box out of the house and places it on the back seat of the car.

Comm

The following spring, after nearly a year of torture, TAMMY, KEVIN and JARED reach the end of their lease and move from their spider infested home.

KEVIN places a heavy box down in the trunk.

TAMMY 

We were fed up, I couldn't stand to be there anymore, I couldn't sleep or relax... I was afraid to go to the bathroom, or walk around the house. The whole experience has literally scarred me for life.

(Lifts top and shows scar across abdomen)

KEVIN

We have all been traumatized by what's happened. I literally see spiders everywhere.

TAMMY

I check for them obsessively. I always inspect the toilet before using it. I've found several close to the seat. When I go into a room, I always check it for spiders. I even find it hard to sleep now. I just dread waking up with another bite like that one.

EXT. WIDE SHOT. NEW HOME.

KEVIN'S car pulls into the drive. The family jump out.

COMM

TAMMY and KEVIN'S new home has no trees around it, no wooden porch, no rocks and no crawl space.

TAMMY

When we got the new place, there was one condition. No shade.

KEVIN

We hate spiders.

They close that door behind them as they go inside.

CoMM

TAMMY and KEVIN sued their landlord. They won compensation for the thousands of dollars spent on medical bills.

END
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